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1. What is a Shakespearean comedy? Give 4 elements of that kind of comedy.
The Shakespearean comedy is one which not based on the telling of jokes but rather the use of imaginative insults. The elements of Shakespearean comedy include the use of mistaken identities. In this, the characters impersonate other people or are mistaken for others. Shakespeare noted the importance of disguising one person's gender in making a story funny as long as the need of the story is served. The second element is fate. The Shakespeare comedies invoke the supernatural while humans are portrayed as playthings. For instance, in the play “A Midsummer Night’s Dream,” Puck and Oberon make anything that is experienced by the characters being linked to magic (Carroll, 2014). 
The third element is reasoning versus motion. The period at which Shakespeare writes his plays is based on intellect where there is a battle between the Dionysian values and Apollonian values. Lastly, we have a happy ending as the element used by Shakespearean comedy. Unlike the tragedies whose endings are deaths, the comedies end in a way that is celebrated. For instance, there are celebrations such as love and marriages.   
2. What is the problem in this play, and how is it solved?
Throughout the play, A Midsummer Night's Dream, the main problem that stands out is the issue of conflict in the way people are relating. These people include parents with their children, those in authority and the ruled, as well as friends and lovers. In each case, those involved are abusing, competing, and infuriating each other. For example, there is competition for love among four characters: Hermia, Helena, Lysander, and Demetrius. However, these conflicts are resolved in the end and everything is in place. For instance, Demetrius and Helena end up marrying each other despite conflicts of love being experienced throughout the play. The love triangles among the four main characters are the main conflict that stands out in the play but is resolved with a happy ending (Brokaw, 2017).
3. Where are the five acts set? What do the settings represent?
[bookmark: _Hlk70513598]The acts are set in Athens city and a forest that lies beyond the walls of the city. By being split, the city and the forest represent a certain theme. The Athens city represents a place where people are civilized, and observers of law and order. On the other hand, the forest depicts chaos, anarchy, and wildness. For example, Athens is depicted as a place of law and order through the legal dispute brought about by Egeus before Theseus. Theseus serve to ensure that law is upheld. For instance, he orders Hermia to be obedient to his father by marrying Demetrius in place of Lysander. The forest on the other hand serves as a place where norms are broken. For example, there is increased chaos and confusion that distress the lovers of Athens, and Nick Bottom and Titania as well (Jelinić, 2017).  
4. Take one group of characters—Court, Lovers, Mechanicals, Fairies. Say who they are comprised of, point out what their function is in the play, and how they move the action along.
[bookmark: _Hlk70514647]The main theme of this play is love. Love involves four characters in the city of Athens. Their function is to depict love as hopeless from the way changes revolve around the circle. At the beginning of the play, love exists between Lysander and Hermia who love each other very much. However, Demetrius also loves Hermia despite being no return of the affection. Helena loves Demetrius but the reverse is not the case (Jelinić, 2017). Helena is loved by nobody while Hermia is loved by two men. There are changes after they enter the woods. Love juice is applied and Demetrius finds himself in love with Helena all of a sudden. A new order is formed whereby Lysander is in love with Helena while Helena is now in love with Demetrius. Demetrius is in love with Hermia who loves Lysander. The use of love juice for the second time makes Demetrius love Helena. The two men are now battling over Helena as was the case with Hermia earlier on. Love is seen as hopeless from this disorder. Giving juice-antidote to Lysander makes him return to Hermia after which there is rest in the love between Demetrius and Helena. The love between Demetrius and Helena forms a perfect match among the four Athenian lovers 
5.  Why does Helena love Demetrius, in her opinion, and yours?
[bookmark: _Hlk70514595]According to her, Helena loves Demetrius because they slept together after which he won her soul. Lysander argues that he is better than Demetrius and therefore brings an issue that he made love to Nadar's daughter. He also argues that Helena dotes and loves Demetrius completely. He brands Demetrius an inconstant man. This is to means that he does not stick with one woman. Love existed between Demetrius and Helena long before Helena came their way. According to me, I think Shakespeare was trying to insinuate that there existed no love between them. Helena's love was that of youngsters that were out of obsession, displacement, and ill-formed. The real love arises after Puck uses the love juice. It is only through this that they may end up being together and become happy in their delusion (Westh, 2017).
6.  Who does Lysander love, at different times? Why?	
In act 1, scene 1, Hermia's father, Egeus asks Theseus to prohibit Lysander from marrying Hermia. According to him, it was out of being bewitched that Hermia falls in love with this young man. Egeus states how Lysander has enticed his daughter. He utters that she disregards her father who is a god and considers the young man, Lysander. However, this is not the case because he states that he loves Hermia more than her father does. He also implies that his love for Hermia is out of her beauty. We get more insight into this love from Hermia when she says that he loves him because of her voice, eyes as well as fairness. These are the main reasons why Lysander is in deep love with Hermia (Jelinić, 2017).
7. [bookmark: _Hlk70512157]You would need a heart of stone not to laugh at the death of Pyramus. Justify this claim.
In the play, different characters show unwavering determination to achieve what they believe they should possess. They diligently work for the achievement of their desires despite the challenges they come across. For instance, Hernia has a desire to get married to the love of her life, Lysander, despite the strong opposition faced from her father's wish to marry Demetrius. She declines to marry Demetrius despite being threatened with death by her father. This shows that Hernia is confident to stand for what she believes is rightful in her eyes despite the threats. Egeus also uses all the means available to make things happen. By threatening his daughter with death, it shows that he wants to ensure that his desire is met. It is therefore evident that the play justifies the statement above (Maslova, 2020). 
8. Who is Egeus? What does he represent?
Egeus is one of the characters in the play “A Midsummer Night’s Dream.” He is the father to Hermia, a girl who is deeply in love with Lysander. He is an Athenian who is against the marriage between his daughter and that man she is in love with, Lysander. Demetrius is the preference that he sees better to marry his daughter. In the play, he represents the theme of obedience to the law. He gives an order that Hermia should marry Demetrius by force. He says that disobedience to his father's order may attract her death or be forced to be a nun in her entire life. This is used to illustrate how the law should strictly be adhered to. However, she decides to disobey her father’s command and follows her feelings from the love she has for Demetrius.  
9. How is this play nightmarish?
[bookmark: _Hlk70513560]"A Midsummer Night's Dream" portrays a political nightmare within the play through the lies that stand out from the leaders who can be described as hypocritical. The setting of the play would be understood by the early audiences as a set of politics. When Athens was part of the commonwealth, it would be regarded as one that is dictated by the laws of the land rather than the rulers themselves. Therefore, the setting of the play portrays an environment where laws dictate the ways of living and should be upheld by the leaders of the commonwealth. Politicization comes in where for example there is a conflict between Egeus and his daughter, Hermia over failure to marry the man that he chooses for him. He suggests that he will punish her through death. By doing so, he is following the law of the land and not what he decides by himself (Westh, 2017).
10. If you directed this play, which famous actor would you ask to play Puck? How would you direct him? What should he wear? How should he behave?
If I was to direct the play, I would ask Kanneganti Brahmandam, an Indian who plays the role of a comedian in Indian movies to play the part of Puck. Although Puck's gender is not specified in the play, I would make the role played by Puck played by a man. I would direct him to present as a supernatural being whereby he will use mystical powers in making things happen. For instance, I would advise him to exist in the minds of the Athenian lovers and twist their way of thinking by use of supernatural powers. They would wake up transformed people not understanding what transpired overnight. He would wear a skeleton and a mask that would portray him as a supernatural being. Throughout the play, he should behave as an asocial being who does not interact freely with the other characters. 
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